PLATT,  HOUSMAN AND  KER
students, got from him. They were things which even those who
were not exact scholars could learn. In the lecture-room or
out5, says Mr. Gow, 'it was impossible to listen attentively to
Housman for long without becoming aware that one was in
contact with a mind of extraordinary distinction; and it is not
only, or even chiefly, to professional scholars that such a
contact is fascinating and exhilarating/
Secondly, there was his love of truth. In 1903 he wrote
that cthe faintest of all human passions is the love of truth.'1
But the strength of that passion was clear in his first lecture,
and all subsequent knowledge of him confirmed it. He
admitted that this pursuit might be in some directions injurious
to happiness, 'because it compels us to take leave of delusions
which were pleasant while they lasted'. Nevertheless, he said,
it must in the long run be better for a man to see things as they
are. (He was to say the same thing eleven years later in the
Preface to Manilius, when he denounced the man who believes
that the text of ancient authors is generally sound, because he
would feel uncomfortable if he did not believe it; 'just as he
believes, on the same cogent evidence, that he is a fine fellow,
and that he will rise again from the dead'.) And in this pursuit
of truth all must join:
There is no rivalry between the studies of Arts and Laws
and Science but the rivalry of fellow-soldiers in striving
which can most victoriously achieve the common end of all,
to set back the frontier of darkness.
It is the glory of God, says Solomon, to conceal a thing;
. but the honour of kings is to search out a matter. Kings have
long abdicated that province; and we students are come into
their inheritance; it is our honour to search out the things
which God has concealed.8
It was this love of truth which made him so exact; 'accuracy',
he wrote, cis a duty and not a virtue'8; it was that also which
made him so fierce a critic of those who 'mistook a wish for a
reason'. Love of truth was not warped, in him, by prejudices,
personal or national. He would admit, concerning the critics
1 MANILIUS, I, xliii,
2 Introductory Lecture, 1892, p. 41.      3 MANILIUS, V, 105.
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